YL International Single Sideband System    
Founded February 9, 1963
By V. Mayree Tallman  K4ICA
Welcome! Thank you for checking into the YL System.  We call ourselves the YL System, not the YL Net. Everyone is always welcome! The System, as the title suggests, was founded by a YL and only for YLs by Vera Mayree Tallman, K4ICA (SK), who resided in Miami, FL.  Her callsign is now our Club callsign. Being the wife of a doctor, as well as a ham radio operator, she recognized the need for emergency communications in all parts of the world, and that she as a ham, had the opportunity to do something about it from her home.  In the early 1960s, the idea came to her of an Amateur Radio System with the primary purpose of handling emergencies anywhere in the world.  Remember, back in the early 60s we did not have the technology we have now with satellites, cell phones, etc. So, on that Saturday morning, February 9, 1963, born from her idea was the “YLISSB” – Young Ladies International Single Sideband System.  V. Mayree elected to call it a System rather than a Net and we have honored her wish even until today. 
As mentioned, the System was originally for YLs only but the OMs liked what they were hearing and it was not long before they petitioned for membership.  The rules were then changed to permit OMs to join.  Our System is now over forty-seven years old and approaching 17,000 in World Wide Membership. Obviously, we do not have over 16,000 active members but over the years that many have joined. 
In the early days there were many requests from missionaries and others for medicine, antidotes, serum, blood and various medical supplies and assistance.  Often, YL System members were heard mobile on the way to a post office, an airport or somewhere to ship a much needed medical supply to a far away doctor in a jungle or a missionary in a camp with sick children. There were times when members brought doctors to the System to speak with someone in a jungle or at a hospital abroad and instruct them on a procedure. 
In recent years, members assisted the captain of a missionary ship bound for Guatemala from Angola with a virus aboard, sick crew members, and the captain’s son already an SK. For nearly three days four members of our System, one in Minnesota, two in Florida and one in the Caribbean at Bon Air worked this emergency.  During the three days we had these four active on frequency along with the missionary ship, a Norwegian freighter, the US Coast Guard and the Brazilian Navy and a station in Guatemala.  In tribute to our members I state, at that time we were close to 15,000 members, and while these four were active for nearly three days, the other 14,996 (or so) showed superior discipline and remained totally quiet while listening to what took place.  We know that because when the emergency was closed the frequency came alive with members.  
In today’s world of satellites, cellular telephones and other modern means of rapid communication, we do not get emergencies as we did in the earlier years, and have therefore dropped emergencies as our primary purpose.  However, we stand ready to assist should an emergency arise.  Any ham traveling over land, air or sea anywhere in the world, should keep the frequency of 14.332 MHz in mind, as we are always ready, willing and experienced to provide assistance. Recently, one of our current members sent his “brand new – never used Icom 706 Mark IIG” to a Catholic priest in Haiti so he could stay in touch with the archdiocese there and with the USA while recovering from the recent earthquake.  
Our System operates 365 days a year and during daily operations, stations checking in make contacts for counties, states, DX or to work for various awards or just good old ham radio camaraderie chatting with friends or making new friends.  All amateurs, both YLs and OMs, General Class or above are always welcome whether or not a member of the System. We have often been called the friendliest people on the radio displaying “Instant Friendship.”
The Early Morning Warm Up opens the System at 1300Z (1200Z DST).  This three hour session is followed by three two-hour periods.  During these periods, new controls take over every two hours.  The Third Period is followed by our evening session, which we call The Moonbeam.  It begins at 2200Z (2100Z DST).  The Moonbeam usually stays active until the band closes in the evening, often running three or four hours.  When conditions are right, we have “good” DX from around the world on the Moonbeam.  We also have an evening session on 7.181 MHz at 0000Z Standard time and 2300Z Daylight Savings Time. Due to frequent interference and busy frequencies, the 40 meter System may move to another frequency.  Check with the controls on 14.332 about the frequency for the current day.
Members may participate in an extensive Awards Program.  We also have annual QSO Parties, both SSB and CW.  Annual conventions are the highlight of our System and are held in June and consist of from three to as long as six days of tours, camaraderie in our Hospitality Room, a business meeting, and a banquet with awards being presented.  A sampling of past conventions includes: Hawaii, El Paso, Nova Scotia, Branson, Iowa, Alaska, Barbados, Annapolis, Portland, Nashville, Spokane and Colorado. One year the convention was held on a cruise ship in the Caribbean.  Official convention time is usually from Thursday until after the Sunday morning “Farewell Breakfast” but many members are often present for as long as a week.  The 2010 Convention will be in Columbia, SC June 17 to 20 and Los Angeles is tentative for 2011.
When checking in under current conditions, you may find things a bit slow as you will find on many nets under these poor band conditions.  However, once Cycle 24 gets into full swing you will find great DX aboard daily from our many members around the world.  Once the DX becomes active you will find our evening Moonbeam session especially inviting. The bands are improving and our DX members have begun checking in again.   Recently, conditions have improved significantly with VKs checking in.
Again, thanks for checking in and welcome.  Please check in often and feel free to contact me if I can be of any assistance to you in any way.  I can be reached at   k3cdq@comcast.net  -  plus there is info including twenty-five FAQs about the System on my webpage at: http://www.k3cdq.net   Just click on YL System FAQ.
Finally, when you go over the application below, you will see our yearly dues are $20 in US currency. We hope all members will pay dues each year.  For staying current in dues each year, members will receive our annual publication, THE VOICE, which is over one hundred pages of procedures, photos, awards program, roster and much more.  Members current in dues may also work for our many awards as well as vote.  However, it is important that you know, even if dues are not paid each year, you will remain a member of the System for life.  Once a member, always a member!  It is also very important for you to know that non-members are always welcome.  Anyone, anywhere in the world is welcome to check in with us on 14.332 and make contacts.  Membership is NOT required.
73,   Dick K3CDQ   Sideband #12934
YL System Public Relations Chair
Moonbeam Control Coordinator 
Editor of the Communicator
(Please Scroll Down)
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

CALLSIGN:_______________     CLASS OF LICENSE:________________________
NAME: (as on license)____________________________________________________
ADDRESS:____________________________________________________________
CITY:______________________________________STATE:______ ZIP:__________
COUNTRY:__________________________PROVINCE:_______________________
NICKNAME:____________________  BIRTHDAY:  MONTH_______DAY_______
                                                                                                                                                                                      (YEAR NOT REQUIRED)
EMAIL ADDRESS:______________________________________________________
WEBPAGE:____________________________________________________________
Have you ever been issued a YL System number before:   YES:_______  NO:________
If yes, under what callsign?_______________ ARRL Member?  YES:_____ NO:_____
OTHER HAMS IN FAMILY:_______________,  _______________, ______________
(Signature:________________________________________Date:   _____/_____/_____
Make your $20 check or money order payable to YLISSB International.     DX stations, when sending a check or money order, be sure it is in US funds.  DX stations, if you desire to receive our annual publication, THE VOICE, by airmail, please enclose an additional $5.00.  

Other hams in your family, living under the same roof, may join the System with you, under your dues payment of $20.  A second $20 is not required, both join for the initial payment and both will receive a membership number.  (Only one copy of the VOICE will be mailed.)   Upon receiving your membership number please refer to it as a Sideband number and not a YL number. 
 If for any reason a DX station cannot pay the dues, they may ask for a US station to sponsor them.
(Membership information form supplied by K3CDQ on website  http://www.k3cdq.net )
Dues should be sent to:
JW “Bill” Phillips – W7AJP   87298 Chinquapin Loop   Veneta, OR  97487    Home phone is 541-988-3289
